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ABOUT THE LAGUNA ART MUSEUM

Laguna Art Museum (LAM) is a premier museum of 

California visual arts. For over 100 years, it has collected, 

cared for, and exhibited works of art created by California 

artists and work representing the life and history of the 

state. Through its permanent collection, its special loan 

exhibitions, its educational programs, and its library and 

archive, the museum enhances the public’s knowledge and 

appreciation of California visual arts of all periods and 

styles, and encourages art-historical scholarship in this 

field..

LAM stands just steps from the Pacific Ocean in the beautiful city of Laguna 
Beach. The museum is proud to continue the tradition of the Laguna 
Beach Art Association, founded in 1918 by the early California artists Anna 
Hills and Edgar Payne. The Laguna Beach Art Association has come to 
define much of the city’s artistic backbone and has played a pivotal role in 
fostering many art-driven events throughout the city, including the Pageant 
of the Masters.

One of the oldest art museums 
in the state, Laguna Art Museum 
owes much of its endurance to its 
beloved place within the hearts 
of local artists. The museum 
is infused with a creative spirit 
that comes from being founded 
by artists, many of whom 
have become internationally 
recognized as leaders in 
California’s Plein Air movement 
including William Wendt, Edgar 
Payne, Anna Hills, Frank Cuprien, 
and William Griffith. The gallery 
that the association built in 1929 
is part of today’s Laguna Art 
Museum. 
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About the Laguna Art Museum, continued

LAM believes that the artists of 
California have created works 
of the highest quality and 
significance. An artistic mecca 
throughout its history, Laguna 
Beach is a natural home for the 
premier museum of California 
art.

Over the years, the museum has 
worked to develop a permanent 
collection that represents the 
rich history of California art; 
stage serious exhibitions of high 
artistic quality that complement 
the collection; offer a robust 
education program for children, 
students, and adults alike; and 
serve the community as a cultural 
and social center.

In accordance with Orange 
County’s COVID regulations for museums, LAM is operating at a 
capacity of 30 visitors per hour. The museum is open 6 days a week 
from 11 am – 5 pm. Visitors are required to purchase tickets in advance 
for specific timed entry. Additionally, all educational programming has 
been moved to virtual engagement. 

Through its broad interface with the community, LAM annually serves 
16,000 in-person visitors, 248,000 web visitors, 6,600 adult education 
participants and 6,000 families and youth education participants. The 
museum plays an important role in highlighting the place of regional 
art in larger historical movements. It presents a balanced slate of 
exhibitions on historical and contemporary subjects, accompanied by 
diverse educational programs for children and adults. Programmatic 
highlights include the nationally recognized Art & Nature festival, 
monthly music concerts and films, and ongoing lectures by artists and 
scholars. The museum’s permanent collection includes over 3,000 
works of art by 966 artists and covers all major visual arts genres 
practiced in California.

For more information on LAM, please visit: 
lagunaartmuseum.org
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The artist colony of Laguna Beach is a cornerstone of Orange County, located halfway 

between Los Angeles and San Diego. The city of Laguna Beach is rooted in a rich 

history centered around art, culture, and nature. Notable institutions and festivals 

include Laguna College of Art & Design, the Laguna Playhouse, Festival of the Arts, 

Laguna Beach Plein Air Painting Invitational, Pageant of the Masters, Sawdust Art 

Festival, and Art-A-Fair, among others. 

The city’s topography is unique to other California coastal cities with its seven miles of coves and beaches 
where visitors can explore sea caves, tide pools, ocean side bluffs, natural tide pools and of course, sandy 
beaches, all within city limits. Laguna Beach also boasts the most beachfront lodging options in all of 
California.

Beyond the beach, the city is home to more than 20,000 beautiful acres of protected wilderness, making it 
an optimal location for adventurous exploration. From world-renowned mountain biking trails, hundreds 
of miles of hiking, dramatic vistas, verdant hills, and marine sanctuaries, there’s no limit of new places to 
discover during a visit to Laguna Beach. 

Orange County’s 3 million residents enjoy a nearly perfect climate in which parks and beaches provide 
abundant opportunities for outdoor activities. Orange County is home to three top tier universities, a 
world-class symphony, quality venues for visual and performing arts, exciting professional sports, and a 
wide range of theme parks and other tourist attractions.  

LAGUNA BEACH & ORANGE COUNTY
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The Executive Director of LAM will lead 

the institution into its next successful 

chapter, achieving the Board of Trustees 

vision for increased impact, engagement, 

and reach. At this critical inflection point, 

the Executive Director will have the central 

responsibility for providing leadership 

and vision. They will be the face of the 

museum locally, regionally, nationally, and 

internationally and will serve as a bridge 

between internal and external stakeholders 

and the overall geographic and arts 

community.  

An important role for the new Executive Director will 
be representing LAM to a wide range of local, state, 
and national stakeholders, and building partnerships 
with appropriate entities. 

In addition to orchestrating the day-to-day 
management of the museum, the Executive Director 
will work closely with the museum’s Board of 
Trustees to develop and implement strategic goals 
and programs to enable LAM to achieve its full 
potential. Building on its strong foundation, the next 
Executive Director will work with the Board to define 
and execute on the museum’s standards of artistic 
excellence. They will plan, manage, and improve the 
business, administrative, and financial affairs of the 
museum, will actively be engaged in fundraising, and 
will inspire, mentor, and provide ongoing professional 
development for its staff. The Executive Director will 
ensure the museum is accessible, engaged, socially-
aware, and serving its community. 

THE OPPORTUNITY

5Executive Director,  Laguna Art Museum



The Board believes there are significant opportunities for the 
museum in this next chapter and is looking forward to partnering 
with the Executive Director to achieve its goals. For example, the 
Board believes they can expand the museum’s artistic and creative 
position to firmly cement LAM as an acknowledged leader in the 
field, increase community engagement and attendance to the 
museum by tapping into the more than 6 million annual visitors to 
Laguna Beach, and add to its already highly respected exhibitions 
and unique events by increasing both the museum’s endowment 
and contributed revenue. The Board also believes the museum’s 
outstanding collection provides a great opportunity to attract 
additional acquisitions from many Southern California collectors. The 
next Executive Director will work with the Board on achieving these 
goals and shaping the future of Laguna Art Museum as a vibrant 
cornerstone of the California and artistic scene.

The Executive Director will oversee the current budget of 
approximately $3M in annual revenue. The Executive Director 
will lead, develop, and inspire a staff of 15 FTE and 12 part time 
employees. The museum has a growing endowment, currently valued 
at more than $2.6M.

The Opportunity, continued
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The ideal candidate will have the following 
professional and personal qualities, skills, and 
characteristics:  

Strategic & Visionary Leadership 

The Executive Director will bring strategic and visionary 
leadership to LAM. They will have a successful track 
record as a builder, convener, catalyst, and innovator, 
serving as a critical force in the broader arts and 
cultural community. Along with the Board of Trustees, 
the Executive Director will articulate the future of LAM 
and will be skilled at communicating the vision to a 
variety of stakeholders. They will be experienced at 
leading and influencing organizations and communities 
and will be a force in the Laguna Beach and California 
cultural community. They will thrive in a rapidly 
changing landscape and will be able to partner 
effectively with other leaders to achieve goals. Finally, 
the ideal candidate is an individual of unquestioned 
integrity, ethics, and values; someone who can be 
trusted without reservation.

Artistic & Programmatic Leadership

The Executive Director will bring knowledge of the arts 
and museum world and its key players. They will have a 
track record in the artistic community that will continue 
to elevate the museum. In their work overseeing 
exhibitions, they will maintain and grow LAM’s history 
of artistic excellence and will forge collaborations 
and exhibitions on behalf of the museum that speak 
to the mission and varied audiences. The Executive 
Director will have experience cultivating relationships 
with artists and collectors and will be respected and 
acknowledged as someone with strong knowledge of 
the visual arts.

CANDIDATE PROFILE
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Business Acumen & Operational Leadership

The Executive Director will have a track record of successful 
operational and financial management. They will bring experience 
in budgeting, fiscal management, administration, and HR and will be 
able to align the museum’s finances, policies, and procedures with the 
strategic objectives artistically, programmatically, and operationally. 
Additionally, they will be an experienced manager of teams with the 
ability to build and inspire a staff with a diverse set of skills. They will 
be able to provide clear expectations and accountability measures 
while encouraging innovation and initiative. The Executive Director 
will implement best practices in nonprofit management across the 
museum and will lead the staff and Board in the execution.

A Fundraiser & Ambassador for LAM

The Executive Director will be a proven and serial fundraiser who 
energetically embraces this aspect of the role. They will bring a 
creative and entrepreneurial approach to fundraising, enabling LAM 
to access previously untapped support in Laguna Beach and beyond. 
The Executive Director will be a charismatic leader who will be able to 
build successful relationships on behalf of the museum. With strong 
interpersonal skills, they will be an articulate, dynamic, and diplomatic 
communicator who can work effectively with the Board, staff, donors, 
and other partners. The Executive Director will be comfortable 
developing connections in the 
broader arts community to 
advance the mission of LAM and 
raise its profile locally, regionally, 
and nationally.

Candidate Profile, continued
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The salary range for this position is competitive and 

commensurate with qualifications and experience. The 

Laguna Art Museum offers full employment benefits.

COMPENSATION & BENEFITS
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Koya Leadership Partners, the executive search firm that specializes 
in mission-driven search, has been exclusively retained for this 
engagement. 

Alexandra Corvin and Ally Johnson are leading this search. To 
make candidate nominations, inquire for further information, or to 
express your personal interest in this role please visit this link here 
or email Alex (acorvin@koyapartners.com) and Ally (ajohnson@
koyapartners.com) directly. All nominations, inquiries, and 
discussions will be considered strictly confidential.

Laguna Art Museum is an equal opportunity employer and strongly 
encourages applications from people of color, persons with disabilities, 
women, and LGBTQ+, and other underrepresented applicants.

CONTACT

About Koya Leadership Partners

Koya Leadership Partners, a member of the Diversified Search Group, is a leading executive search 
and strategic advising firm dedicated to connecting exceptionally talented people with mission-driven 
clients. Our founding philosophy—The Right Person in the Right Place Can Change the World—
guides our work as we partner with nonprofits & NGOs, institutions of higher education, responsible 
businesses, and social enterprises in local communities and around the world. 

Koya is an equal opportunity employer fully committed to creating an environment and team that 
represents a variety of backgrounds, perspectives, styles, and experiences. We encourage all to apply 
because we believe a diversity of voices leads to better discussions, decisions, and outcomes for 
everyone.

For more information about Koya Leadership Partners, visit www.koyapartners.com.

10Executive Director,  Laguna Art Museum

https://talent-profile.koyapartners.com/search/4182
mailto:acorvin%40koyapartners.com?subject=
mailto:ajohnson%40koyapartners.com?subject=
mailto:ajohnson%40koyapartners.com?subject=
http://www.koyapartners.com

